
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORTH BOVEY PARISH COUNCIL ON TUESDAY 12th August 2025
Present:	Cllrs: Gordon Illet, Chairman, Cllrs S Button, K Grist, J Jones, M Jones, S Loughton.
     In attendance:	M Wylie (Clerk) M Jeffery DNP
	AGENDA ITEM
	Action

	ITEM 1- Chairman’s opening remarks
1.1   The Chairman welcomed the council members and public attending the meeting.
	

	ITEM 2 – Apologies for absents.  
2.1 Apologies received from Cllr Pollard, accepted.
	

	ITEM 3 Public participation   
3.1 A member of the WI was promoting CPR and it was asked whether the PC would agree to support an annual event to train the local community? It was agreed that this was a very positive suggestion which the PC would be delighted to support. Timings were discussed as to when the first event may be held. (TBC)
3.2 Mr Dai Jenkin raised local concerns about shading of the River Bovey caused by unrestricted growth of trees along the riverbanks. Some of these trees along Two Waters Lane on the northern bank were protected by TPOs imposed a number of years ago. Some of these trees have since become dangerous to road users and other passers-by, and were noted by a tree surgeon (name needed) to need removing. 6 of the most dangerous trees have so far been felled and some more need attention. Mr Jenkin is in the process of organising a meeting to discuss the state of the River Bovey caused by excessive shading with several parties including local people, DNP, and The Environment Agency, and asked if a councillor could become involved with this. Cllr Grist agreed to help.  
The gate to Broadymead has been rehung by DNP Ranger and a temporary repair to the latch has been effected by Mr Jenkin. Further repairs to the gate are to be undertaken by DNP.
Tractors and other high vehicles have been damaging trees and hedges within the village due to overhanging branches. This is especially apparent on the lane past Fairbrook. Mr Jenkin has arranged with The Meadow Trustees and a local tree surgeon for the trees to be pruned. Branches from an oak tree opposite September Cottage on the Green were also impeding road users and as this tree is in a conservation area planning approval from DNP would be needed before cutting them back. Chairman to apply for permission for this to be done. 
	Chairman

	ITEM 4 Reports from County and District Councillors
4.1 Report from Teignbridge District Council from District Cllr Farrant-Rogers had been sent to the council.
1. No actions directly affect NB. Teignbridge DC is preparing for the creation of new unitary authorities. 
2. Local Government Reorganisation. Discussions are ongoing, and no definitive outcomes have been confirmed. Suggested structures will be submitted to the government for consideration in November.
3. Concern was voiced that in the opinion of Cllr Farrant the new arrangements may be less efficient and less democratic, since the idea of the Government is to put the whole of Devon and Cornwall under the control of one directly elected mayor. 
4. On a more positive note, we are in a new financial year, so existing organisations can approach me for a small amount of money from the Council’s Community Fund.
4.2 DNP representative Mike Jeffery gave the following report: Annual report DNPA
Every year the DNPA produces a report of its activities in the past year The report covers how we work with other partners and stakeholders. 2024/25 saw challenges and heightened public awareness of Dartmoor, especially over the right to roam and wild-camp, and the planned closure of the Princetown visitor centre in 2025. 
There were 6 business plan priorities: Nature; cultural heritage; farming and forestry; people; communities and business; and ‘an excellent organisation’.
Nature, managing existing habitats and developing greater areas of wildlife habitats.                                   DNP has purchased Buckfastleigh Moor an area of 858 acres of historically rich common land containing blanket bogs, ancient rights of way, and Bronze age items. 
Pine martens: This is a two moors project and supported by Devon Wildlife Trust.  In September last year 15 pine martins were moved under licence to Dartmoor, 4 kits have been sighted on the moor. More adults will be transported from Scotland and I and others are building the transport boxes at Moretonhampstead Community Shed. Some of the animals will be released on Exmoor. 
Other nature projects: Forked spleenwort, is only found in a few locations in the UK, around 80 plants were planted on the moor and 15% success has been reported. Around 2100 trees have been planted around the headwaters of the rivers Bovey, Erme, Yealm, and Mardle. Funding has been confirmed and extended until 2027 for the peatland project.
Following this report comments were made regarding the lack of attendance of the District Councillor, especially as the timings of the Parish Council meetings had been altered to facilitate his attendance. Questions were raised how he might be encouraged to participate in meetings and that a letter to TDC might be needed to highlight his lack of engagement.  
Should a submission be made requesting grant funding to contribute towards the legal costs of preparing the lease of the village car park from The Friends of St John’s. (Action?)
	Clerk

	ITEM 5 To approve the minutes of the meeting in June
5.1 Approved
	

	ITEM 6 Matters arising
6.1 Thanks to Sarah and Richard  Loughton for all their hard work on the village fair. Sarah also thanked everyone else who contributed  from the parish to make the day such a success. Everyone’s contribution is really appreciated. Pot-hole materials needed for repairs. Chairman to organise. Has the agreed donation to the speaker at the AGM been sent? A cheque has been raised and awaits signature. It is understood that the speaker is planning to donate his fee toward the upkeep of Moretonhampstead swimming pool
	Chairman

	ITEM 7 – Finance & Clerk’s report
7.1 To approve payment of Clerk’s Salary (two months) £489.84, J Bush for grass cutting £240.00. Approved.
7.2 To approve the accounts and budget turnout to date. Approved
7.3 The Clerk to download a form to add signatures for the bank. Discussion about arranging internet banking
7.4 To arrange to add signatories to the bank , Gordon Ilett, Kevin Grist and Mark Jones and delete Ed Pollard
	Clerk

	ITEM 8  Planning
8.1 Planning agreed for proposed redevelopment of outbuilding at Kendon Farm.
	

	Item  9.Village Signs
At a previous meeting it was agreed that the PC would support the installation of new granite village name signs in the same location (or as close as is safe and practicable) to the existing signs. The proposed pieces of granite (large boulders), and the size and font of the proposed lettering to be carved, have been examined and approved by several members of the PC. It was decided that ownership of the current sites needed to be established and then an application to Highways will be sent. This will cost £115. Subject to planning and Highways approval, the new signs will be installed on appropriate foundations and current signage will be removed. These works will be funded by donations from generous local sponsors and will be at no cost to the PC or wider community. Thanks to Cllr Mark Jones for his ongoing work on this matter
	

	ITEM 10. Car park and village maintenance
10.1 Salt bins need replacing. Contact TDC.
	Chairman

	
	

	ITEM 11 –Date of next meeting
13.1  Tuesday 14th October  2025. 
	

	Item12 AOB 
13.1 Agenda for next meeting
Car Park, Trees on village green, highways and flooding and maintenance schedule. 

	



Close of meeting: 8.05pm

Approved by North Bovey Parish Council and signed


Chairman: Gordon Ilett
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