
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NORTH BOVEY PARISH COUNCIL


Held ON  TUESDAY  14 April 2026 at North Bovey Village Hall, 7pm

Present:	    Cllrs  E Pollard, J Jones, K Grist, M Jones and S Loughton.
In attendance:	M Wylie (Clerk), DCllr Sally Morgan

	AGENDA ITEM
	Action

	ITEM 1-  Chair’s opening remarks
1.1   Cllr E Pollard was asked to chair the meeting as NBPC Chair G Ilett was unable to attend today’s meeting.  The chair welcomed the council members and public attending the meeting.
	

	ITEM 2 – Apologies for absence.  
2.1 Apologies received from Cllr Gordon Ilett (NBPC Chair) accepted.
	

	ITEM 3 Public participation   
3.1 Parish resident Debbie Jenkin announced that there  will be a NB ‘beating of the bounds’ on May 4th 2026, being one of the three stages of the boundary walk; almost all of this stage will be on moorland.  All parishioners are welcomed and encouraged to attend.  The group will be meeting at the Village Hall at 9am on the morning and stopping for lunch at the Warren House Inn, transport will be available to the start and finish to/from the Hall. The local WI branch has kindly offered to provide cream teas upon return at the Hall and it is requested that NBPC make a small donation of £25 towards the costs.  It was RESOLVED unanimously to make a donation of £25 (payment details of WI or Hall to be confirmed).
3.2 Parish resident Dai Jenkin reported that he had led a small number of parishioners to make-good the public bridlepath on the north side of the stepping stones which had been washed out by winter storms.  The working party had also cleared fallen wood and repaired an area of fencing.  Such repairs are made more difficult currently since DNPA repairs and maintenance budgets have been so severely reduced.  It was also reported that due to storms the bridlepath heading north/south from Fursdon to the Ford is very severely washed out to the extent of almost being unable or unsafe; lack of drainage has not helped the situation.   It was also reported that the replacement (metal) pedestrian bridge for placement near the stepping stones is slightly delayed and is planned for installation in the second quarter 2026
	





Payment to be made.





Formal defect reported to DNPA public rights of way officer

	ITEM 4 Reports from County and District Councillors
4.1 No report had been received by NBPC from the Teignbridge District councillor.
4.2  County Cllr Sally Morgan reported that the council had been very busy.  She reported that a list of small but possible grant funding streams had been sent to the Clerk but no response as yet received.  Although the pot was relatively minor, if any funding for projects were needed please let her know as potentially up to £2,000 may be available.   It could possibly for signs in the car park or allotments or benches. C Cllr Morgan also relayed that proposed roadworks on the Moretonhampstead to Bovey Tracey A382 road is also planned and will be closed around the sewage treatment area for approximately six (6) weeks which will have a serious impact on local travel, tourism and business.  A petition to have traffic lights instead to reduce inconvenience has been submitted by Moretonhampstead but it did not seem likely the date or timing would be moved.  
	

	ITEM 5  Council Vacancy
5.1 The chair reported receipt of the retirement (resignation) of Cllr Sally Button had been received on 3rd April 2026, with immediate effect and following 12 years of service to the Parish.  All present wished it to be stated the Council thanked Sally for her contribution.  The Clerk confirmed they had followed correct process for notifying electoral services and explained that a notice of vacancy for a new Councillor would need to be posted for a replacement for interested parties to contact the Chair G Ilett.
	



Advert – MJ
Action - GI

	ITEM 6 To approve the minutes of the February meeting.
6.1 Approved.
	

	ITEM 7 – Matters arising.
To check/verify that the TDC precept has been correctly processed for NBPC as no document or calculation trial has been provided to date.  It was resolved that GI would follow this up to verify the amount.
To follow up again with TDC on the Business Rates of the car park with TDC.  The Clerk explained that she had recently sent a cheque for payment of the Business Rates but that it had been returned (see also finances below).  A live challenge is still ongoing with TDC on the issue.
	
GI
Clerk / GI / MJ

	ITEM 8  Finances.
8.1 Payments to the Clerk, DALC and for car park lease including WBW and DNP planning fees for the village boundary signs are  Approved.  The payment to TDC for the Business Rates (see above also) for the car park has not been sent as the returned the cheque sent by the Clerk as TDC do not accept cheques. 
8.2  A letter had been produced to change (and correct) the address for the NBPC bank account which was signed and the clerk will deliver to the bank.  The Chair GI will temporarily take over resolving this issue.
8.3 The reconciled accounts and budget outturn for the year ended 31st March 2026 were produced by the Clerk and approved, now ready for the audit where required.
	

	ITEM 9 Planning
9.1 The Certificate of Lawful use application (0062/26) for Fairbrook has been granted.
9.2 A planning application by parishioners Mr and Mrs Jenkin for Briarcroft which was refused by DNP (0297/25) has now gone to Appeal and they reported they are awaiting a date for the Planning Inspector to visit.
	

	ITEM 10. Risk assessment.
10.1 The Council discussed the need for updated or new risk assessments relating to Parish Council assets and activities. It was agreed these would be reviewed and updated where necessary.  
	ALL

	ITEM 11 Village Signs.
11.1 DNP has validated the application and should be determined unless extended by 2nd June 2026. Highways (Scott Ridell) were a consultee but have still yet to respond.  DNP have been chased for an expected timeline but none provided yet.  It will be a delegated decision to the planning officer. 
	MJ

	ITEM 12 –Car Park.
12.1 Signage on the notice board is needed. WBW invoice is paid. WBW have confirmed they did not put in place Chancery insurance when the lease was secured and therefore MJ suggests that seeing as the cost is minimal the PC procures a policy.  
The revised signage will need to show that long term or overnight visitor parking is not permitted (there appears to have been an increase recently of sleeper vans staying in the car park.
	

	Item 13 Defibrillator.
13.1 New pads needed according to the automated messaged.
	

	 Item 14  Date of next meeting 
9th June 2026 but to be confirmed.
	

	Item 15 AOB
15.1 AGM will be May 21st. Speaker ideas needed.  MJ proposed possible speaker on history of Tin Mines.
15.2 The Clerk had contacted all usual contractors to note change of contact address from today onwards with her role as Clerk ending from today.  It was noted that 14 April 2026 would be the final day of service for Mrs Mary Wylie as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council.  The Council thanked Mrs Wylie for her service and presented her with a card and gift in appreciation.  RESOLVED that interim arrangements be put in place pending recruitment of a new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.  RESOLVED that Cllr Gordon Ilett act temporarily as Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer until further notice.
	

	
	



Close of meeting: 8.15pm

These minutes remain in draft form until they are approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman below.

Approved by North Bovey  Parish Council and signed


Chairman…………………………………………………………..
1
