North Bovey Parish Council
Activity Report 2025-2026

Car Park 

Following 40 plus years of tenancy by TDC of the car park owned by the Friends of St John’s TDC declined to continue their lease of this community asset. NBPC agreed to take over the lease and the legal process was steered by Mark Jones on behalf of the Council and Kevin Grist for the Friends. Disappointingly at present TDC have also had the temerity to start charging business rates on the car park which means of course that the Parish Council are not only saddled with lease and insurance costs but business rates as well. An appeal is in progress to ask for this community asset to be zero rated but no response has been forthcoming to date.

Roads

Working parties have continued to repair minor pot holes around the village and we are aware of the need to make further repairs around the Yarde Hill side of Bovey Bridge, along Two Waters lane and along Youlden Lane towards Bovey Castle. The Council liaise with Devon Highways to report more serious defects, and some success has been had with repairs to the hill up from Black Aller to the village being carried out despite a ‘no budget’ response. This road needs more extensive repairs and DCC has it on its ‘to do’ list but has no budget this financial year. An enquiry was made as to whether a private individual could fund repairs (in case anyone wants to -for the greater good -eg Rod Stewart) and a quote from  the DCC approved contractors is awaited.

Thanks to all who participated in the big clear up of the drainage from Pound Rock to the Village Green. Several drains were uncovered and unblocked and gullies cleared and repaired.

Thanks to Dai Jenkin and others who have maintained the green lane between Fairbrook Bridge and the Stepping Stones and also for recent repairs to the access ramps to the ford.

A metal bridge is due to be installed to replace the current wooden structure at this crossing and this is estimated to completed be in Q2 of 2026.

Distribution of road salt bags and renewal of salt bins was undertaken. Thanks to all involved.

Village Signs

A group of generous donors have given monies to erect stone entrance signs at the 3 entrance points to the village. As with all things nothing is simple and permissions from Devon Highways and planning permission for the signs has been required. This entailed scale drawings of each site and stone as well as determining ‘title’ to the 3 sites. Thanks to Cllr Mark Jones for his efforts, and hopefully permission should be granted soon.

Village Green

Tree survey undertaken and 2 trees show signs of decay – no immediate hazard but reinspection due in the autumn.

Allotments

PC made a grant towards shed and other facilities to the allotments group.


