St John Church: Report for the North Bovey Parish Council AGM 2026
The past year has seen St John’s welcome a budding congregation, especially with a growing number of families in the village frequenting our special services. The children especially have made our Christmas, Mother’s Day and Easter Services vibrant with activity.  Christingles and posies made in the church and who can forget the joy of the Easter Egg Hunt in the churchyard!  Within the church, the children’s area now regularly hosts our youngest parish members who meet as a gathering spot for them and their parents to play and chat.  
St John’s has really maintained it’s central role in our community by remaining open to visitors and worshipers alike every day.  Regular services are held on the first and third Sundays of the month with additionally numerous special services to celebrate the Christian festivals, Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals.  The whole village helped celebrate at the wedding held just this last month.  Everyone is always most welcome, and we always have refreshments following our services!
We thank our Friends committee who run events to support the mounting costs that the church has to meet.  Without them and the amazing volunteers who regularly clean and look after the routine churchyard maintenance and building repairs, we could not manage.
Our plans are to provide a more economical and ecological heating system to the church as well as provide a toilet and small kitchenette facilities to improve what the building has to offer, are slowly progressing and any help to oversee these projects would be much appreciated.  
Our new Associate Priest, the Revd Helen Blaine, took up her post in March and the re-organisation of the Parish Group as part of the North Dartmoor Parishes has been completed.  The Rt Revd Bishop Nick McKinnel remains overall Priest in Charge, based at Chagford.
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